WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A security system, comprising: 

a base station configured to generate an alarm signal in response to an occurrence 
of an alarm event, and to generate an alarm video corresponding to said 
alarm event; 

a centra] station coupled through a network to receive said alarm signal and said 
alarm video from said base station in substantially real-time. 

» 

2. The security system of claim 1 , wherein said network is the Internet. 

> 

3. The security system of claim 1, wherein said base station is configured to detect 

■■ 

said occurrence of said alarm event. 

4. The security system of claim 1, further comprising one or more sensor units; 
wherein said one or more sensor units are configured to detect said occurrence of said 
alarm event and convey an indication of said occurrence to said base station. 

5. The security system of claim 1, wherein said central station is operable to utilize 
said alarm video to assist in the verification of said alarm signal. 

6. The security system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a video camera coupled to transmit video to said base station, 

wherein said base station is configured to generate said alarm video from said 

video transmitted by said video camera, said alarm video corresponding to 

said alarm event. 

7. The security system of claim 6, wherein said base station is configured to detect 
said occurrence of said alarm event utilizing said video transmitted by said video camera. 

8. The security system of claim' 6, wherein said video camera, is a 360-degree 
camera. 
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9. The security system of claim 1, wherein said alarm video corresponds to an 
interval of time beginning at or before said occurrence of said alarm event. 

10. The security system of claim 9, wherein said alarm video corresponds to an 
interval of time ending after said occurrence of said alarm event. 

11. The security system of claim 9, wherein said alarm video corresponds to an 
\ interval of time ending after a predetermined duration. 

12. The security system of claim 1, wherein said base station is coupled to said 
central station through said network via a high-speed network connection. 

13. The security system of claim 12, wherein said high-speed network connection is a 
cable-modem connection. 

r 

14. The security system of claim 12, wherein said high-speed network connection is 
an xDSL connection. 

15. The security system of claim 12, wherein said high-speed network connection is a 
wireless connection. 

16. The security system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a remote station operable to communicate with said base station and said central 

station through said network, 
wherein said central station is configured to create a secure data connection 

between said remote station and said base station such that subsequent 

communications between said remote station and said base station bypass 

said central station. 
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17. The security system of claim 16, wherein said central station is configured to 
create said secure data connection after authenticating said remote station. 

L 

18. The security system of claim 16, wherein said remote station is operable to 
control what constitutes said occurrence of said alarm event. 

19. The security system of claim 16, wherein said remote station is operable to 
control activation of said base station. 

20. The security system of claim 16, wherein said remote station is operable to 
control deactivation of said base station. 

< 

21. The security system of claim 16, wherein said remote unit is operable to access 
one or more functions of said base station. 

* 

22. The security system of claim 21, wherein said one or more functions of said base 
station comprises remote surveillance. 

23. The security system of claim 2, wherein said central station is substantially 
continuously coupled to said base station through the Internet. 

24. The security system of claim 23, wherein said central station is operable to detect 
in substantially real-time if said central station becomes uncoupled from said base station. 

r 

25. The security system of claim 1, wherein said alarm video further comprises audio. 

26. The security system of claim 25, wherein said central station is operable to 
transmit audio signals to said base station, and said base station is operable to play said 
audio signals. 
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27. The security system of claim 1, wherein said base station further comprises a user 
interface operabje to activate and deactivate said base station. 

28. The security system of claim 27, wherein said user interface is a keypad. 

29. The security system of claim 27, wherein said user interface is a receiver 
configured to activate and deactivate said base station in response to signals from a 
remote transmitter. 

30. t A security system, comprising: 

a base station connected to the Internet, said base station configured to detect an 
occurrence of an alarm event and to generate an alarm signal in response 
to detecting said occurrence of said alarm event; 

a video camera coupled to said base station, said video camera operable to 
transmit video to said base station, 

wherein said base station is configured to generate an alarm video 
corresponding to said alarm event from said video transmitted by 
said video camera; and 
a central station connected to the Internet, said central station configured to 

receive said alarm signal and said alarm video from said base station 

through the Internet in substantially real-time, and 

wherein said central station is operable to utilize said alarm video to assist 
in the verification of said alarm signal. 

31. The security system of claim 30, further comprising a remote station operable to 
communicate with said base station and said central station through the internet, 
wherein said central stations is configured to create a secure data connection 

between said remote station and said base station such that subsequent 
communications between said remote station and said base station bypass 
said central station. 
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32. The security system of claim 31, wherein said central station is configured to 
create said secure data connection after authenticating said remote station. 

4 

33. The security system claim 31, wherein said remote unit is operable to access one 
or more functions of said base station. 

34. A method for a remote unit to obtain access to a base station within a security 
system, comprising the steps of: 

connecting said remote unit to a central station within said security system; 
supplying authorization information from said remote unit to said central station; 
authenticating said remote unit by utilizing said authorization information; 
establishing a connection between said remote unit and said base station such that 

subsequent communications between said remote unit and said base 

station bypass said central station. 

35. The method of claim 34, further comprising utilizing said connection in order to 
allow said remote unit to access one or more functions of said base station. 

36. The method of claim 35, wherein said one or more functions of said base station 
comprises remote surveillance. 

37. The method of claim 35, wherein said one or more functions of said base station 
comprises activation and deactivation of said security system. 

* 

38. The method of claim 35, wherein said one or more functions of said base station 
comprises controlling what constitutes an occurrence of an alarm event. 

39. A method for real-time verification by a central station of an alarm signal 
generated by a base station, comprising the steps of: 

detecting an occurrence of an alarm event at a location; 
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generating an alarm signal and an alarm video at said location corresponding to 

said occurrence of said alarm event; 
conveying said alarm signal and said alarm video from said base station to said 

central station in substantially real-time; 
viewing said alarm signal and said alarm video at said central station; 
determining if said occurrence of said alarm event corresponds to a false alarm in 

response to said viewing. 
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